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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE assumed the 

Chair.) 
The Senator from Oregon. 

f 

WORLD ATHLETICS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, this is an 
exciting time for my home State of Or-
egon. The eyes of the sports world are 
turning to the city of Eugene, where 
thousands of elite athletes have arrived 
for the World Athletics Championships 
that start Friday. 

For those who may not have been 
paying attention, Eugene, OR, is 
known in track-and-field circles as 
TrackTown USA. Eugene has fewer 
than 200,000 residents, but it punches 
far above its weight as one of the ath-
letic capitals of the world, particularly 
the newly rebuilt Hayward Field on 
campus at the University of Oregon. 

My view is, you are not going to find 
a better track-and-field venue any-
where else. And that is not only be-
cause it is where the Oregon Ducks 
routinely fly past the competition; it is 
the home of track and field in the 
United States dating back decades to 
when Bill Hayward first had his vision 
for the sports in Eugene. 

It is a vision that picked up speed 
when Oregon’s own Steve Prefontaine 
provided drills for me when I was a law 
school student at the University of Or-
egon, as well as millions of running 
fans the world over. And, of course, 
Hayward Field has been home for 
Olympics trials in greatness, as well as 
dominance by my fellow Ducks in col-
lege meets. 

The legacy of athletics in Eugene is a 
big reason why it is the first ever 
American city to host the World Ath-
letics Championships. This year, the 
games are known as Oregon22. 

Two thousand top Olympic-level ath-
letes are going to compete. They come 
from nearly 200 countries. They are the 
best of the best, ready to break records 
and make their home countries proud. 

A little bit ago, I was home, and I 
talked with the fantastic team of 
workers who have been working for 
years on this event. It has been a colos-
sal team effort carrying the baton over 
the line, but now, the games are about 
to start. And I can tell you an awful lot 
of Oregonians are thrilled at the pros-
pect of witnessing this level of unique 
competition in person at Hayward 
Field and across the Willamette River 
in the streets of Springfield. 

This is also a spectacular showcase 
for my home State. Not only is Eugene 
playing host to thousands of athletes, 
organizers, staff, media, and fans, the 
games will be broadcast to an audience 
of a billion people around the world— 
let me repeat that—a billion people 
who are going to learn something 
about what makes my home State so 
special and different. 

London has hosted this competition. 
Paris has hosted this competition. 

Tokyo has hosted this competition. 
Now it is our turn in Eugene, OR, and 
I could not be more proud. 

So, Mr. President, I would just say 
everybody ought to tune in from July 
15 to July 24. The athletes are going to 
put on an amazing show, and so is my 
home State of Oregon. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

PADILLA). The Senator from Ohio. 
f 

BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I am 
on the floor today to talk about border 
security—a humanitarian, a national 
security, a community safety issue 
with direct connection to the drug epi-
demic we see in communities all 
around the country, including my 
home State of Ohio. 

I am also here to talk about legisla-
tion I introduced today with Senator 
JIM RISCH to address this crisis. So we 
are in the middle right now of what is 
the biggest border crisis in the history 
of our country if you measure it by the 
number of people who are coming to 
the border unlawfully and, as the Biden 
administration says, people who are 
encountering the Border Patrol. 

The Biden administration claims 
that they have the border under con-
trol and that they are—and I am 
quoting—doing a good job. This chart, 
though, tells a really different story. It 
shows that as of May, which is the last 
month that we have records for, we had 
the highest number of border encoun-
ters on record. The second highest, by 
the way, was the month before: April. 
So you see this goes back to 2019. There 
was a surge here—144,000. Here, we have 
the inauguration of President Biden, 
and then we have had big increases— 
again, to the point that over the last 
couple of months, we have had record 
numbers of people who have come un-
lawfully to the border and been stopped 
by, apprehended by, the Border Patrol. 

This includes 239,000 total encounters 
at the border in the month of May— 
165,000 of which were single, adult mi-
grants. This does not include those who 
were not encountered—in other words, 
those who slipped past the Border Pa-
trol. We haven’t been able to find a pre-
cise number for these individuals. 

The Border Patrol calls this group of 
people got-aways. But using a conserv-
ative estimate from the Border Patrol 
of 300,000 people who they think got 
away in the last fiscal year, you would 
then put the total number of unlawful 
entries at approximately 286,000 people 
in 1 month. If you annualize that, that 
would be 3.4 million people a year. 
Think about those numbers: almost 31⁄2 
million people a year coming to our 
border and attempting to gain entry 
unlawfully. 

Today, not all of those who are ap-
prehended are allowed to come into the 
United States, and that is because 
under so-called title 42, roughly half of 
those individuals who are being appre-
hended, who are being encountered, are 

turned back. If they live in Mexico, 
they are sent back across the border. If 
they live in a country—say Ecuador or 
Guatemala—they are sent back, flown 
back to their country of origin. But 
these are people who are being turned 
away because of title 42. 

So what is title 42? It is a public 
health authority. It is an attempt by 
our government to limit migration in 
order to prevent the spread of commu-
nicable diseases—in this case, COVID– 
19. It allows the Customs and Border 
Protection officers and agents to tell 
unlawful migrants: You can’t come to 
the United States for these public 
health reasons. It only applies, by the 
way, now to single adults; but, as I said 
earlier, that is the single biggest 
group. It comprises about 48 to 52 per-
cent—about half—of the people who are 
coming up to the border. 

So even with the use of title 42, 
which is acting to discourage people 
from coming to our border, we are ex-
periencing these record levels. We are 
also experiencing these record levels in 
these hot summer months. Normally, 
when you get into the summertime 
where it gets really hot—look here at 
May, June, July, August—the number 
of people coming to the border goes 
down, not up. It is over 100 degrees in 
the desert and at the Rio Grande, at al-
most all of these border crossings along 
the U.S.-Mexican border. Yet we have 
more, not less. 

There is anecdotal information that 
this is because people are realizing that 
the administration wants to end title 
42. They have proposed to do that. That 
is now in the court system. But the 
cartels are spreading the message, 
which is: Now is the time to come be-
cause, before, you were turned away by 
title 42. Now, like everybody else, you 
can come into the United States and 
stay. And we will talk in a moment 
about what that means. 

But I think that is probably true. 
Probably title 42 has something to do 
with it. But I think, also, it has to do 
with the fact that more and more peo-
ple are realizing that if they do come 
to the border and don’t get stopped by 
title 42, they will have a chance to 
come into the United States and live in 
the United States with their families, 
perhaps; if not, maybe bring in their 
families later. And everybody wants to 
come to America. We are a great coun-
try. 

We have our challenges, as we talk 
about on the floor here all the time. 
But, still, we are a country with so 
many opportunities for people, and 
folks want to come. And I don’t blame 
them. I don’t blame them. But we want 
them to come legally. 

And we currently have the most gen-
erous legal immigration system of any 
country in the world. About 900,000 peo-
ple a year—almost a million people a 
year—come legally to the United 
States, most as legal immigrants, some 
as refugees. And so we encourage that, 
and we should. 

In fact, I think we should bring more 
people in legally, particularly to fill 
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